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WITI (WOMEN IN TECHNOLOGY INTERNATIONAL) ANNOUNCES NEW YORK CITY EVENT TO CELEBRATE RE-LAUNCH OF LOCAL NETWORK 

Shauna Tholen, VP and CIO of OSI Pharmaceuticals to Participate as Keynote Speaker
SANTA CLARA, September 27, 2006 – WITI (Women in Technology International), the nation’s leading professional organization for tech-savvy women, today announced it will celebrate the re-launch of its New York metropolitan network on Wednesday, October 11, 2006.  Holding an event to officially re-establish the local network, WITI has invited business professionals from the greater New York area to share ideas and opinions on topics including: business, technology and professional development. 

The re-launch event will take place on the evening of October 11, from 5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. EDT, at the New York City headquarters of Merrill Lynch.  As a sponsor and host of the event, Merrill Lynch is partnering with WITI to support programs, which advance women in business and technology.

As the first of many WITI New York events, WITI will provide platforms for professionals, entrepreneurs and promising leaders to exchange best practices and collaborative business opportunities.  Alicia Dollard, the newly appointed Regional Director, WITI New York, and Carol Edwards, WITI New York Executive Committee member, have developed a compelling platform to raise the profile of the network, and spearheaded the efforts surrounding the re-launch activities. 

For its premier event, WITI will feature Shauna Tholen, vice president and chief information officer for OSI Pharmaceuticals. Delivering the keynote address, Ms. Tholen will share her insights and experiences as a successful professional in today’s competitive work environment.
“The New York metropolitan area is home to many of the world’s leading financial services, healthcare and pharma, media, marketing and technology companies, and increasing the WITI presence in this region is of optimal importance,” said Carolyn Leighton, chairwoman and founder of WITI. “With renewed energy concentrated on the greater New York community, we are confident that WITI New York will bring global leaders together to encourage the younger generation of women to pursue careers in science, technology and general business.“
Alicia Dollard continued, “WITI’s mission is to provide a supportive environment where professionals can connect, interact and partner to drive opportunities, collaborate on resources and develop new talent. I am proud to be involved with the re-launch of WITI New York, and help the association recruit new members, transform public perception of women in the workplace and engage with today’s influencers on promoting tomorrow’s future executives.” 

As with all WITI networks, WITI New York will provide members with unsurpassed professional development and networking opportunities.  More specifically, the network will focus on developing professional and business opportunities, round-table discussions and programs, which allow participants to leverage the breadth and depth of WITI’s global resources.  For more information, or to register, visit http://www.witi.com/newyork/.
The re-launch event is open to all members and non-members.  To contact WITI New York or to attend the re-launch event, please email Alicia Dollard at: alicia@corp.witi.com. 
About WITI
WITI is the nation's leading trade association for professional, tech-savvy women committed to using technology, resources and connections to advance women worldwide. With a global network of smart, talented women and a market reach exceeding 2 million, WITI has established powerful strategic alliances and programs to provide connections, resources, and opportunities within a supportive environment of women committed to helping each other. WITI's mission is to empower women worldwide to achieve unimagined possibilities and transformations through technology, leadership and economic prosperity. 
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